Charttman of TK Ge Atay 
County Z Bord 

We have gathered here for the purpose of honoring and commemorating the Life and 

aewice of Ann Etheridge Veazey who, for more than 35 years exemplified an 

untining, umelfish, ununvering dedication to the proposition that all men, 

women and children should have and uphold the gnalienable right to a wide range 

of information, eductation anc! entertainment through the written world of boota... 

hardbound, panerbach, neriodicals... Liction, non-fiction, reference. vs juvenile ana 

adult, ---they were dear to Ann, but not nearly-ro- dean ar the people who 

frequented the servicer of the Ashley Sounty Libanay. 


The Ashley Gounty Libanay woa Lounrled in June, 1935, ar a project of the American 
Legion Auxillary, Poy Gardner Poat * 75, and Lunde! by their initia! J45.25 
contribution. One month later, in Iuly 1975, there were 167 books in the Libsary, 
of that number (5? had been donated. 


That beginning Libacay war in a 12'X/4' noom of a frame building ‘locates’ about 
where the north-aouth wing of the present Library in positioned. 


Our 4nhley County Library war houre! , tora time, ina amall portion of the 
Bantaton Building at 20/ 5S. Mulberrl before moving into two amall avom high 
upatains in the old court houre. id 

St war during the Libnnayr coudt-houre atay that Ann became the Libaanian, and 
that in when S came to know: hen. 

There war a aummen play ground project on the property where the Portis Elémentuny 
Lchoo! now atanda an! there were dozens of youngaten drily. Fach moaning, about (0, 
aomeone would ahout “here she comes, here comer Mir Am...” and befone she reould 
get across the atreek we wuld all be gathered around her apot anciouly waiting 
fon her reading from another atonry-time book or two. 

Because of hen efforts and Lreindl yfpuays 9'm sure a great nimber of us were 

no longer afraid to climb all of those ataim at the court houre. We were ro 
Longer intimidated by the closelyeplaced roun of shelvea Loaded ( with books 
making a veritable canyon renching twice of three times over our heads. 

---We had a friend at the Library, We all knew and Loved Misr “nn. 


Miss Ann'a ubtinring efforts Led to the firat peamnent...aeal Library. 


A one-half mill Libaary tax war approved by voters in 1948 and was increased to 
a fill mill in 1954, 





The Aahley founty Library moved into this, it's Lirat acol home, in 1955 and 
quickly outgrew itself, aeaulting in the addition of the west ming in /96/, 


Irom ot 157 booka in 1975, the Ashley County Library har grown to mone than 
30, 000 volumea ---and subscriber to for more than /00 periodical, - 
Something in the neighborhood of /4,000 books ane checked out each quart en, 


and! the library if again beginning to run out of apece, it ia bursting at the 
all because we found that he had -and have- a Lriend at the Library, 


Ann ‘theridge Verzey war our friend at the Library fon mone than 
95 years... 


St in with oneatphbenrure -ang! onicle- that we now comnemoaate the, dedication of 
4nn Fthenringe Venzey thaouch the placement of thes plugue to hen memory on thea, 
the eighth day of Aovemben, 19%), that we might be constantly reminded of —~ 

— Our Friend at the Library, — 





